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'1 THE great advance that has taken place in the decorative 
taste of the American people during the past decade, is 
more marked in its decisiveness and has brought about 
more pleasingly effective results than any other popular artistic 
movement marking our progressive people during the same 
period. 

We have had the privilege of showing to our readers frequent 
examples of this progressive tendency and the instances we have 
selected have invariably indicated a growth in the decorative 
ability, and during the existence even of our comparatively 
young journal, this excellent judgment has developed into some- 
thing permanent and in a measure nationally characteristic. To 
the credit of our practical decorators, primarily, and largely to 
those whose means gives opportunities to these decorators to 
display their ability, it may be said that we have not appro- 
priated the styles of others, our furnishing is no more French or 
English than it is German, it differs from all heretofore accepted 
models, and is American if for no other reason than its distinct- 
ness from everything else. 

This good taste in decorations is well displayed in the rooms 
from which the illustrations upon this page are made, represent- 
ing the drawing- and dining-rooms in the residence of Mr. H. L. 
Judd at Wallingford, Conn., fitted up and decorated by Messrs. 
William H. Post & Co., of Hartford, Conn., under the immediate 
personal supervision of Mr. Yergason of the 
firm. 

The woodwork of the entrance hall is in 
oak, the ceiling paneled and a high wainscot- 
ing extending the entire depth of the passage ; 
the wall screen is in Moorish effects, with the 
rich colors peculiar to this style, but modified 
to the surroundings ; the stairs are in oak, as 
are also the settees and the hall chairs, these 
latter being upholstered in leather. The man- 
tels are in native woods, the doors opening 
from the vestibule bear stained glass panels, 
and the carpet is in dull shades of red. Elec- 
tric blue portieres separate the hall from the 
drawing-room, the latter an apartment of the 
usual broad and commodious character found 
in capacious country homes. The dominant 
colors here are bronze and blue, a scheme 
which extends to the hangings and draperies. 

The prominent features of the drawing- 
room are shown in the illustration below. The 
walls are combed in figure ornamentation, with 
a deep scroll frieze, through which extends 
the stems and flowers of delicately colored 
tropical plants. The ceiling is pale blue, some- 
what of the Italian form of decoration in pro 
ducing sky effects. The chandelier is of glass, 
the furniture in blue and bronze, and the 
doors of native woods. 

To the right of the drawing-room and 
opening from it through a doorway hung 



with blue portieres, is the library, finished 
and furnished in olive, the walls and ceilings 
touched with bronze and gold relief work; 
the furniture is in mahogany, upholstered in 
olive and copper colored silk plush, the 
same colors being carried out in the window 
hangings. - The ceiling is frescoed in pale 
blue, corresponding with that of the adjoin- 
ing drawing-room. 

A sitting room on the opposite side of 
the hall affords an opportunity for the dis- 
play of light decorations suitable to such an 
apartment and to the sunny aspect it should 
have. A corner bay terminating in a tower 
above relieves the angularities of the shape 
and makes a decorative feature in itself. 
The carpet is in shades of green, the draper- 
ies are of old gold French velours, the ceil- 
ing is in half tints, with delicate French de- 
signs, and the side walls in the prevailing 
relief and colored in olive and bronze. 

The dining-room, forming the subject of 
one of our illustrations, has a wood mosaic 
floor, the space under the table covered by a 
Wilton rug in old gold. Old gold curtains 
are at the windows, and the walls are finish- 
ed in old gold relief. The ceiling is in ex- 
ceedingly heavy bronze relief, a noticeable 
feature being the centre piece, with each 
corner turned over a brass bar or rod. The 
frieze and ornaments bear fruit and game. 
The halls and bedrooms on the upper floors are finished in 
the same general style prevailing below, although much more 
subdued and quiet tones are employed. Delicate half tints are 
upon the walls and ceilings, and the draperies and upholsterings 
are of the very many beautiful selections of French goods. One 
bedroom is in Japanese design, with all the peculiarities of treat- 
ment that the style calls for. Other rooms are finished in pea- 
cock blue, maroon or wine color and terra-cotta, as the require- 
ments, the situation and the furnishings demand. 

The architectural model of the building itself is Renaissance. 
It stands upon high ground and is constructed with a view to 
embracing as many of the modern improvements as modern 
residences are susceptible of. 



The impression conveyed by an inviting, home-like or artis- 
tic hall is one that goes far toward framing one's judgment of 
the house itself. The hall, as has often been said, should possess 
a goodly share of the cheerful element, the stranger often gets 
no further sight at the house, and even the caller who knows us 
well may be chilled by an inhospitable entrance. 

The spacious and elaborate front hall to a home on Com- 
monwealth Avenue, Boston, designed by Messrs. Rotch & Tilden, 
shown on page 45, if one of the most effective arrangements for 
a building that could be architecturally devised. The appear- 
ance of great size conveyed by this plan and its picturesqueness, 
if it may be so expressed, are features that recommend it greatly. 
It should convey a suggestion to many who are putting up new 
buildings. 
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